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The week started out cool and wet but

ended warm and dry. Precipitation amounts

ranged from a quarter of an inch west up

to five inches east with isolated amounts

up to seven inches. Average temperatures

ranged from seven to ten degrees below

normal.

GENERAL

Rain and cool temperatures across the

State last week slowed maturity of fall

crops. Flooding and erosion damage was

evident in east and southeast counties.

Silage harvest and the third cutting of

alfalfa hay were active where weather

permitted. Western Nebraska producers

were busy harvesting dry beans, alfalfa

seed and grass seed. Winter wheat fields

were being prepared for seeding with some

fields sown during the week. Farm grain

storage facilities were being prepared and

machinery tuned, in anticipation of the

upcoming harvest season. The number of

days suitable for fieldwork averaged 2.7

days for the State.

Topsoil moisture rated 17% short, 57%

adequate and 26% surplus. Most of the

surplus was in the East and Southeast

Districts. subsoil moisture rated 25%

short, 60% adequate and 15% surplus. Last

year, topsoil moisture rated 22% short,

64% adequate and 14% surplus. Subsoil

moisture rated 9% short, 86% adequate and

5% surplus.

Corn condition rated 1% poor, 16%

fair, 60% good and 23% excellent. Virtu-

ally all of the crop is past the dough

stage and 70% has entered the dent stage.

Last year, 60% had dented and the average

is 36%. Spider mites and second brood

corn borers remain a problem in several

areas. Hail damage is still being

assessed in the East Central District.

Severely damaged corn fields were being

harvested as silage in many areas.

Soybean condition rated 15% fair, 73%

good and 12% excellent. Leaves were turn-

ing color in 15% of the fields compared to

8% last year and 6% average. Four percent

of the crop had dropped leaves.

Sorghum condition rated 6% fair, 76%

good and 18% excellent. With heading

virtually complete, 70% has turned color,

double last year's level of 35% and more

than triple the average of 23%. Maturity

has spread into 6% of the fields, mainly

in the southern three districts.

The third cutting of alfalfa hay

reached 80% complete due mainly to the

fair conditions late in the week. Last

year, 51% was cut and the average is 59%.

LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture feed supplies rated

9% short, 85% adequate and 6% surplus.

Weather conditions were favorable for

grass regrowth. Culled cows and yearlings

moved to market as many farmers prepared

for harvest.

Precipitation, April 1 - August 28, 1987

NW NC

Total past week ........... 51 .56

Total since April 1 ...... 11.57 12.62

Normal since April 1 ..... 12.25 14.44
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